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upon this subject. Now, " mental healing " comes
immediately within the province and duty of an
awakened Church, as also, at a later stage, does the
much rarer and more perfect process of " spiritual
healing." Examples of these abound in the New
Testament, and the duty of the Church to heal the
sick in this manner is therein also plainly enjoined.
Such matters have a very direct bearing upon certain
aspects of our moral problem, but it would be useless
at the present stage of development of these arts to
enter into detailed particulars. Although this duty
and privilege of mental and spiritual healing is as yet
only faintly realized by the Church, although its
ministers at large are still profoundly ignorant of
both the science and art of the healing processes, this
recognition of their reality and awakening of interest
in the subject is yet another hopeful sign of the times.
The report of the Committee appointed by the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury to inquire into the subject of
" spiritual healing/' and published in the year 1923
under the title, The Ministry of Healing, goes fairly
deeply into the matter from both the historical and
practical points of view. One paragraph of this
Report appears to have .a particular application to our
moral problem, as showing the Church's realization
(at least as regards those on the Committee) of the
possibility of applying spiritual methods of healing to
mental and moral, as well as to physical, disabilities.
The Report (p. 19) says :

" Whilst religious methods are applicable to all
cases of sickness, they would seem to be most
appropriate where moral or intellectual difficulties
and perplexities have contributed to the disorder.
These deep-lying roots of evil should be dealt with
before any specifically bodily healing is attempted-;
otherwise we shall be in danger of dealing with
symptoms and neglecting causes; in which case no